
4.15MONTEREYBAYNATIONALMARINESANCTUARY

TheinformationcontainedinthissectioncomesfromtheMontereyBayNationalMarineSanctua~
FinalElS/ManagementPlanpreparedfortheU.S.DepartmentofCommercebytheNationalOceanicand
AtmosphericAdministration(NOAA)inJune1992andfromdiscussionswithNOAAstaff.

TheMontereyBayislocatedalongthecentralGdifomiacoastabout80kilometerssouthofSan
Francisco(Figure4.15-1). Thebaypossessesthedeepestandlargestsubmarine=nyononthecoastof
NorthAmerica,equivalentinsizetotheGrand&nyon.

ThesanctuaryareaencompassesbothMontereyBayandtheadjacentcoastiinetothenorthand
south,approximately4,024squarenautidmiles.ThenorthernterminusoftheboundaryisIocatdalong
thesouthernboundaryoftheGulfof FarallonesNationalMarineSanctuaryamfrunswestwardto
approximately123°07’W’.Thebcundaythenexterdssouthinanarcthatgenerallyfallowsthe50C-fathom
isobath.Atapproximately3P03’N,theboutiaryarcssouthto12&25’W,WI O’N,duewestofPartington
Point.Thekundaryagainfallowsthe500-fathomisobathsouthto 121’41‘W,35%33’N,duewestof
Cambria.Theboundarythenextendsshorewardtowardthemeanhigh-waterline.Thelandwardbounda~
isdefinedbythemeanhigh-waterlinebetweenCambriaandtheGulfoftheFarallonesNationalMarine
Sanctuary,exclusiveofasmallareaoffthecoastofSanMateoCountyandtheC~ andCountyofSm
FranciscobetweenPointSanPedroandPointBonita.TheharborsofMonterey(excludingElkhomSlough),
Mossb-iding,PiilarPoint,andSantaCruzareexcluded.

Underthe1988reauthor”kationoftheMarineProtection,Research,andSanctuariesActof1972
(MPRSA),NOAAwasdirectedtodesignateMontereyBayasa nationalmarine~nctuary.TheNOM
conductdscopingmeetingsintheMontereyareainJanuary1999andreceiv~favorableresoonse.In
August1990,theNOAAreleasedadraftEISad draftmanagementplanforthe~ncwa~.InJune1992,
NOAAoftlciallydesignat~theMontereyBayasamarinesanctuaryandreleasadthefinaiElS/management
plan.ThiswasfdlowdbyanofficialdeclarationfromtheU.S.CongressinSeptember1992.The
regulationsofthemanagementplanfortheMontereyBayNationalMarineSanctuarytookeffecton
January1,1993.

Themajorbsneffiofthesanctuarydesignationistheintegrationofmanyimportantnearshoreand
oceanicmarineresourcezonesandtheircorres~ndinghumanusesintoonemanagementregime.Other
benefitsofdesignationincludethefollowing:

●

■

m

m

■

supportofresearchonandmonitoringoftheresources,

enhancementofpublicawarenessofthevalueofthisarta

aidincoordinatingactionsbyexistingauthorities,

formulationoflong-rangepiansandabilitytorespondtocurrentlyunforeseenthreatsthatmight
aiise, and

regulationofacWitiesthateither~seacurrentriskof=usingsignifi=ntdamageormayhave
greaterimpactsasuseofthear~ increases.

Thisuniaue,biologicallydiverse,andrelativelyundevelo@naturalsettingprovidesar~,:ologically
o,Jersehaventarmanysignificantcon:+ntrationsoflivingresources,andthewaterssupportan~mberof
so~dlybeneficblhumanactivh,es.Theseactivitiesrangefromfishingtonatureobservation,ducation,
scientificresearch,nalionaldefense,andlawenforcement.Todate,stichactkitieshavebeenpursudat
lowintensitylevels.However,thes~andotherpotentialhumanactivities(e.g.,oilandgasdevelopment,
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Figure4.25-1
MontereyBayNationalMarineSanctuary
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Theboundaryestablishesa sancturayof4,024squarenauticalmiles
1

●

.Theboundaryborders348nauticalmilesofshoreline

● Federalandstatewatersaccountfor840/~and16°/0,respectively,
ofthesanctuary
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drdgespoildisposal)areclearlycapable.ofgeneratingconflictsthatcouldharmtheresourcesofthis
marinearea..

Themarineecosystem’sdiverseresourcesandrichprd.Jctivitymakeitanareaofregionaland
nationalsignificance.Withsanctuarydesignation,theareareceiveslong-termprotectionandenhancement
tocomplementtheprotectionalreadyprovidedforsomeofitsresourcesonshoreandforsectionsofthe
extremenearshorezone.Sanctuarydesignationprovidesauniqueopportunityforcoordinatecoastalzone
managementandres=rcheffortsthroughtheintegrationofthefacilities,resources,ardprogramsofthe
reseweandthesanctuary.Thistypeofprogramemphasizesland-seainteractionsandservesasan
innovativemdelforothercoastalareasoftheUnitMStateswherel-l landissuesandcoastalzone
problemshavetraditionallybeenseparatedfromoffshoremarineissuesintermsofjurisdictionandresearch
effort.

Thedesignationwillimproveresourceprotectionbyinstitutingnewregulatorymeasuresad by
supplementingpresentsurveillanceandenforcementactions.TheNOMworkswithintheconstraintsofTitle
IlloftheMPRSAwhenpromulgatingregulations.S@fially,Section304(c)providesthatNOMMnnot
terminatevalidleases,permits,licenses,orrightsofsubsistenceuseorofaccessexistingasofthedateof
=nctuarydesignationbutcanregulatetheexerciseofsuchauthorizationsandrightsconsistentwiththe
purposesforwhichthesanctuarywasdesignatd.

Sanctuaryregulationsgovernhydrmrkmnandmineralactivities;dischargesanddepostis(both
fromwithinandoutsideofsanctuaryboundaries;overflights;alterationoforconstructionontheseakf;
historidresources;marinemammals,turtles,andseabirds;personalwatercraft;prohibitionsonpossession
of resourcesandon interferencewithenforcementoperations;vesseltraffic;andaquiculture/kelp
harvesting.
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